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● Sight words are common words that are 
recognized instantly without sounding them out.

● Recognizing words by sight helps students 
become faster, more fluent readers.

● Many sight words are tricky to read and spell — 
they aren’t spelled the way they sound.

SIGHT WORDS AT A GLANCE



   Sight Words at a Glance (continued)

● Sight words are very important for your child to master, 
“sight words account for up to 75% of the words used in 
beginning children’s printed material”, according to a Study 
to Identify High-Frequency Words in Printed Materials, by 
D.J. Kear & M.A. Gladhart.

● By eliminating the need to stop and decode sight words, 
readers are able to focus on words that are less familiar 
and more difficult. Teaching sight words helps students 
read more fluently, as well as write more accurately.

http://www.amsciepub.com/doi/abs/10.2466/pms.1983.57.3.807
http://www.amsciepub.com/doi/abs/10.2466/pms.1983.57.3.807


THE THREE Cs
Confidence - Sight words are highly prevalent in children’s books.  The 

more they know the better they will feel!

Context -Sight words, along with picture clues,  provide clues to the 
passage.

Comprehension - Students can focus on the content and understand 
what they are reading!

Sight words help your child build a foundation for reading fluently and 
comprehending.  

http://www.speechbuddy.com/blog/language-development/language-building-skills/easy-effective-ways-build-reading-skills/


HEART WORDS
●  Words that deviate from common phonics patterns or familiar 

letter-sound relationships (non-decodable words). These are words like 
from, what, give, and do. Each of these words has at least one letter 
that spells a sound we do not typically expect it to spell. When words 
are irregularly spelled, research suggests that they are harder to 
anchor into our sight word memory.



Quick Wrap Up

Sight words are commonly used words that young 
children are encouraged to memorize as a whole by 
sight, so that they can automatically recognize these 
words in print.



Practicing Sight Words at Home

It’s all about exposure, repetition, and practice!

Keep activities short.  

Learning sight words can even feel like play!

https://blog.learnwithhomer.com/2019/12/06/reading-play-two-intersect/


Sight Word Practice Ideas
Flashcard Activities

1. Place flashcards around the house and have your child say the word every time 
they pass by the word (on the refrigerator, on the tv remote, on the door to their 
bedroom.

2. Make 2 copies of the flashcards and play Concentration or Go Fish.
3. Put two cards at the end of the room.  Call out a word and have your child run to 

the word, grab the word, run it back and read the word.
4. Show the flashcard to your child.  If they read it within 3 seconds they keep the 

card, if not you keep the card.  See who gets more cards!
5. Hide and seek words.  Hide 8 - 10 words.  Have your child find the words and read 

the words as they are found.
6.  Choose 7 known words and 3 unknown words. Place in a pile in order of  K K K U 

K K U K K U
7. Place 7 pockets in a folder.    Place 10 cards in the first pocket.  As your child 

masters the words they move through the pockets until they reach the done 
pocket. 

Other Activities
1. Using a crayon or highlighter have your child highlight words in the 

newspaper or magazine..
2. Place  magnetic letters on the refrigerator and have your child spell the 

sight words.
3. Place dry jello on a paper plate or cookie sheet.  Have your child print the 

word in the jello. As a treat they can “lick” their finger after writing the 
word!

4. Spread shaving cream across the table and have your child print the word 
in shaving cream.

5. Write simple sentences with sight words and read the sentences.
6. Make the words out of play dough.
7. Write the words on a beach ball and toss it.  They read the word that it 

lands on.
8. Write words in tic tac toe spaces. Take turns selecting a word to read.  

If a word is read correctly, an X or O is placed in the spot until someone 
wins.
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QUICK SIGHT WORD PRACTICE WRAP UP

 
  
Sight words should be recognized by SIGHT. “Sounding out” will not always 
work, and students should be able to read the word in 3 seconds.
  
When the child is working on the first few words it may be necessary to 
start with 5-8 words and put doubles of each card in the stack. Limit the 
number of the cards in the stack. 

 



   

 

The stack of sight word cards that you practice with your child should have 
more known than unknown words to build in success.  

Practice in short sessions. Two 8 minute sessions will be more productive than 
one 16 minute session.
 

Set goals with your child. How many can he get right? Raise the goal by just a 
few each time to build in success. (Make a simple bar graph and let your child 
color the graph.) 

 




